ISSUE 8 AUGUST 2020

Looking into August
August 1st

August 15th

Food Pantry
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Dormition of the Theotokos
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

August 2nd

August 16th

9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

August 5th

August 19th

6:30 pm Bible Study

Bible Study
6:30 pm

August 6th

August 22nd

Holy Transfiguration
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Food Pantry
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

August 7th
6:30 pm Small Paraklesis

August 23rd

August 9th

9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

August 26th

August 11th

6:30 Bible Study

7:00 pm Parish Council Meeting

August 29th

August 12th
6:30 pm Bible study

Beheading of St. John the Baptist
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

August 14th

August 30th

6:30 pm Vespers for Dormition

9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Very Rev. Fr. John W. Stefero, Proistamenos
Cell # 678-637-4425
Email: jwstefero50@hotmail.com

Rev. Deacon John Pantelis

3600 76th Street North · St. Petersburg, FL 33710 - www.ststefanos.org 727-345-8235 Email:
office@st.stefanos.org

FROM THE DESK OF FR. STEFERO
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST! HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE!
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes
with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you.”
(Deuteronomy 31:6)
Today, due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, we can feel anxious and uncertain about the future. Questions abound. Will students be able to return to school in the fall? When will people be
able to return to their jobs? When can we have social gatherings such as our church fellowship hour
again? Is a vaccine forthcoming?
We may even feel that God is somehow absent in all of this. But Holy Scripture, such as Deuteronomy 31:6 quoted above, tells us differently.
Throughout the Bible many people heard the reassuring words that “God would never leave you
nor forsake you.” First, Joshua heard them when Moses commissioned him to lead Israel across the
Jordan to conquer the Promised Land from the pagan nations that dwelt there. Solomon prayed this
promise over the people of Israel in his prayer of dedication over the temple. The disciples heard a
similar promise when Jesus commissioned them to take the gospel to all nations as He told them, “I
am with you always even to the end of the age.”
These uncertain times call for us to trust in the Lord to an even greater extent. We can do this by
first ‘keeping the faith.’ God is faithful to us and we now need to be faithful to Him. We can regularly
remind ourselves that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen” (Hebrews 11:1). God is in charge of every situation and we can rely on Him to take care of this
one.
Second, we can ‘exercise courage.’ We can do so because we know that God is with us always.
Psalm 46 reminds us that “God is our refuge and power; a help in afflictions that severely befall us;
therefore, we will not fear when the earth is troubled.”
Third, we can ‘practice spiritual discipline.’ Keep praying, keep reading Holy Scripture, and return
to church to offer worship to our Lord. Uncertain times such as these can bring us closer to God if we
take advantage of the opportunity.
All of the current uncertainty will be dealt with IN GOD’S TIME! Till then, may we remain faithful,
courageous and spiritually disciplined.
With love in Christ,
Father John

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - NICKY STAMOULIS
Dear St. Stefanos Parishioners and Friends,
I hope this message finds you and your family well. Covid-19 has affected all in one way or another.
However,
together
we
will
stay
strong
and
we
will
survive.
It is times like these that we realize how strong we can truly be. We also need to stay positive.
Here are six ways we can do this.
1. Have Faith in God’s Plans
2. Put it in God’s Hands
3. Practice Gratitude Daily
4. Focus on Helping Others
5. Surround Yourself with Laughter
6. Write it Out, Talk it Out
Some of you feel comfortable to come back to church for Sunday Divine Liturgy. Thank you for remembering to wear your mask and bringing your information. We continue to take temperatures
and ask if you not feeling well please stay home. You can also follow the Divine Liturgy on
YouTube, St. Stefanos Live Stream.
We continue to make improvements. You may have noticed the carpet in the Altar has been removed in order to make some changes. The parking spaces and curbs have been painted and all
the sheds and shelters are repaired and painted.
The organization to the Educational Building continues, thanks to Kathy Foltz and Christine Klimis.
Last week the Nursery was painted, thanks to Vicky Anadiotis, JoAnn Diveris and Nancy Kavallierakis.
We continue to help others through our Humanitarian Donations and our very successful Food
Pantry which is open twice a month. Thank you to the many people who come to help on Saturdays.
Our Humanitarian donations for August: Beth Dillinger Foundation $500, Florida Dream Center
$250, Ancient Faith Radio $1,000, and Ages Initiatives Inc (Orthodox Music & Services) $500.
We are also updating our stewardship list by making calls to many of our stewards, to make the
necessary changes.
Stay healthy and enjoy the summer months.
With Love in Christ,

Nicky

FROM THE CHURCH FATHERS

“When you pray to God in time of temptation do not say, ‘Take this or that away
from me’, but pray like this: ‘O Jesus Christ, sovereign Master, help me and
do not let me sin against You…’”
Abba Isaiah the Solitary
Every affliction tests our will, showing whether it is inclined to good or evil. That
is why an unforeseen affliction is called a test, because it enables a man to
test his hidden desires”
Saint Mark the Ascetic

PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM THE CORONAVIRUS
O God Almighty, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all creation visible and invisible,
in Your ineffable goodness, look down upon Your people gathered in Your name.
Be our helper and defender in this day of affliction.
You know our weakness. You hear our cry in repentance and contrition of heart.
O Lord who loves mankind deliver us from the threat of the corona virus.
Send Your Angel to watch over us and protect us.
Grant health and recovery to those suffering from this virus.
Guide the hands of physicians, and preserve those who are healthy
that we may continue to serve You in peace and glorify
Your most honorable and majestic Name,
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.
His Grace, Bishop Alexis of Bethesda

FOOD PANTRY
Due to the generosity of our parishioners, our Food Pantry will begin serving those in
need TWO days a month now, the 1st and 3rd Saturday. It is not surprising that our church
family has rallied around this ministry. Providing for those in need is a primary concern of
all Christians and a way of showing gratitude for all the blessings we have been given. That
being said, we need your help! Our pantry was very busy last week and we are in short
supply of everything! Below is a list of our most-needed items.
•

Oatmeal

•

Coffee

•

Cereal

•

Canned beans

•

Rice - small bags or boxes

•

Ramen

•

Soups

•

Cooking oil

•

Flour

•

Sugar

•

Spaghetti

•

Spaghetti Sauce

•

Canned fruit

•

Macaroni & Cheese

•

Canned meats: tuna, chicken, Spam, Vienna sausage

•

Canned veggies: corn, peas, beans, mixed veggies

No other items are needed at this time. Please no meds, vitamins, baby food, diapers or
toothpaste at this time. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Sandy
Johnson at 727-542-9700 or Maria Alberty at 330-398-0733

TREASURER’S MESSAGE - KATHY KOKKINAKOS

Dear Cherished Members of the St. Stefanos Family,

Christ is in our midst! He is and ever shall be!
I want to send you my heartfelt “THANK YOU” for your continued donations
and stewardship during this pandemic. It’s been difficult for some of us in
our Parish and I’m deeply touched by your generosity during this unfortunate and very challenging time.
If you, or anyone you know is in need, please contact Father John at our St.
Stefanos Office (727) 345-8235 or directly on his cell at (678) 637-4425. He
has been in regular contact with parishioners and will continue to provide
the pastoral care that is needed.
I pray that you will be able to continue your generosity. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me or our Bookkeeper, Alan Field. We
will be glad to work with you.
May God’s loving mercy, grace and blessings be with all of you during this
Paschal season. May you remain safe and we look forward to gathering
again as a community.
With all my love,
Kathy Kokkinakos

St. Stefanos Treasurer

Philoptochos, Choir, Prayer Group
Philoptochos
Hope you are all doing well, safe at home! Despite being in quarantine, the Executive
Board has been having virtual meetings, and planning for when we are all able to be together
again. Until a vaccine for Covid 19 is available and people are getting vaccinated, we will probably
not be having any get togethers. Meetings are on hold until you are informed; fortunately, our
elections fall next spring.
In the meanwhile, Visiting Angels led by Joanna Petsalis are making phone calls instead of
home visits. College student and Seminarian letters will restart in the fall when the next school
year begins. The Food Pantry is busier than ever. Philoptochos has made a donation to Orthodox
Prison Ministry.
National Philoptochos will be hosting the National Convention virtually by Zoom on August
21-22. The registration is $55. Maria Gregory will be "going"; we are allowed 3 delegates, so if
anyone else is interested in participating, please let Maria G know, and she will email you the registration link. We encourage all of our church members to join with us in order to fulfill the mission of the Philoptochos-- to help the poor, promote the charitable purposes of the Church, preserve the Orthodox faith, and promote participation in the activities of the St. Stefanos community. All are welcome!

Choir
"Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who suffer
evil, As though you yourselves were suffering " Hebrews 13:3
Please join our liaison to this wonderful outreach ministry John Arambages as he shared with us
last Sunday live the ministry's mission and goals. We are blessed to add another important ministry
to our family here at St. Stefanos .
On behalf of myself and the church choir at St. Stefanos we would like to welcome Dr Tori Stein
as our librarian for the Tikey Zes project and blessings to her as she celebrates her birthday this
year. John Arambages

Prayer group
Our St. Stefanos Prayer Group meets every Friday at 10:00 am! The group prays for ALL of our
St. Stefanos' families as well as individuals with specific intentions. If you would like to submit the
name(s) of anyone to the group, please call the Office and give the names to the secretary. This is a
vital ministry of our community and we thank the members for dedicated service.
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